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soldiers defiled before Mm, striking him in turn, and knelt to him,
saying, "Hail! King of the Jews."* Others, it is said, spit upon

Mm, and struck his head with the reed.     It is difficult to under-
'                                                       ^

stand how Roman dignity could stoop to acts so shameful. It is
true that Pilate, in the capacity of procurator, had under Ms com-
mand scarcely any but auxiliary troops.2 Roman citizens, as the
legionaries were, would not have degraded themselves by such
conduct.

Did Pilate think by this display that he freed himself from
responsibility? Did he hope to turn aside the blow which
threatened Jesus by conceding something to the hatred of the
Jews,3 and by substituting for the tragic denouement a grotesque
termination, to make it appear that the affair merited no other
issue 1 If such were his idea, it was unsuccessful The tumult in-
creased, and became an open riot. The cry " Crucify him ! Crucify
him !" resounded from all sides. The priests becoming increas-
ingly urgent, declared the law in peril if the corrupter were not
punished with death.-* Pilate saw clearly that to save Jesus he
would have to put down a terrible disturbance. He still tried,
however, to gain time. He returned to the judgment-hall, and
ascertained from what country Jesus came, with the hope of
finding a pretext for declaring his inability to adjudicate.5 Ac-
cording to one tradition, he even sent Jesus to Antipas, who, it is
said, was then at Jerusalem. 6 Jesus took no part in these well-

Matt, xxvii. 27, and following; Mark rv. 16, and following; Luke raciii. 11;
John xix. 2, and following.

3 See Inscript. JJom. o/ Algeiia, No. 5, fragm. B.

8 Luke xxiii. 16,22.                                         4 John xix. 7.

* John six. 9.   Cf. Luke xxiii. 6, and following.

6 It is probable that this is a first attempt at a " Harmony of the Gospels."
Luke must have had "before him a narrative in which the death of Jesus was
erroneously attributed to Herod. In order not to sacrifice this version entirely
he must have combined the two traditions. What makes this more likely is, that
he probably had a vague knowledge that Jesus (as John teaches us) appeared
before three authorities. In many other cases, Luke seems to have a remote idea
of the facts which are peculiar to the narration of John. Moreover, the third
gospel contains in. its history of the Crucifixion a seiies of additions which the